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This document explains the procedure to determine the table tennis qualifiers 
and reserves for the Games of the XXXI Olympiad in Rio de Janeiro, in the 
general case, but also in the specific situation when two athletes from the 
same NOC finish as winners of the blue and red draws simultaneously having 
already qualified one athlete (including 2015 Pan American Games Qualifier). 
 
Regular circumstances: 
If, including the 2015 Pan American Games Qualifier, no NOC has more than 2 
athletes of the same gender among the winners of the blue and red draws, the 
reserves for the Rio 2016 Olympic Games will be directly determined by the 
position matches contested on day 3 – draw three. Position matches will be 
played as follows: 
MEN’s: 

1. Loser of the match between the winners of “blue” and “red” draw will be 
reserve 1. 

2. Finalist of “blue” and “red” draw will play each other. Winner will be 
reserve 2 and loser will be reserve 3. 

3. Semi-final losers of the “blue” draw will play each other. 
4. Semi-final losers of the “red” draw will play each other. 
5. Winners of 3 and 4 will play each other. Winner will be reserve 4 and 

loser will be reserve 5. 
6. Losers of 3 and 4 will play each other. Winner will be reserve 6. 

 
WOMEN’s: 

1. Finalists of “blue” and “red” draws will play each other. Winner will be 
reserve 1 and loser will be reserve 2. 

2. Semi-final losers of the “blue” draw will play each other. 
3. Semi-final losers of the “red” draw will play each other. 
4. Winners of 2 and 3 will play each other. Winner will be reserve 3 and 

loser will be reserve 4. 
5. Losers of 3 and 4 will play each other. Winner will be reserve 5 and loser 

will be reserve 6. 
 
 
Special Cases: 
If an NOC with one athlete already qualified (including 2015 Pan American 
Games Qualifier) has two players winning the blue and red draws on the same 
day, as explained on the prospectus they will have to play a match to 
determine the second qualifier. In this case, one extra place is added to the 
final day and the “reserves” positions will be modified accordingly (reserve 1 
automatically becomes a qualifier provided that his/her NOC has not more than 
1 player already qualified). 
The reserve position for the third player of an NOC is determined based on his 
or her final position in the last draw in which he or she competes. 
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Any third player of an NOC with two players qualified has the right to be 
considered for reserve places if finishing among top 4 in any of the blue or red 
KO1 or KO2 at the time when two players of the same NOC get qualified. His 
or her final position (regardless the draw in which it happens) and his or her 
world ranking will be used to determine the "reserve" position within the group 
of reserves. Note that as in KO1 and KO2 places 3-4 are not played, a loser in 
semi-finals of the blue or red draw will be considered as finishing in position 3 
of that particular draw, i.e. position 5 for reserve purposes. Similarly, a player 
losing in the final of the blue or red draw will be considered as finishing in 
position 2 of that particular draw, i.e. position 3 for overall reserve purposes. 
 
Final note: The reserve list, as specified in the Qualification System 
document, will provide the necessary athletes to complete the 6 men’s and 
women’s qualifiers for the Rio 2016 Olympic Games. If an NOC has 2 athletes 
qualified and a third on the reserve list, the athlete on the reserve list can only 
be a reserve for that NOC. 


